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waistcoat is too fine a man to work; but if every body had
laced waistcoats, we should have people working in laced
waistcoats. There are no people whatever more industrious,
none who work more, than our manufacturers; yet they have
all learnt to read and write. Sir, you must not neglect doing
a thing immediately good, from fear of remote evil; - from
fear of its being abused. A man who has candles may sit up
too late, which he would not do if he had not candles; but
nobody will deny that the art of making candles, by which
light is continued to us beyond the time that the sun gives us
light, is a valuable art, and ought to be preserved.'
I paid him short visits both on Friday and Saturday, and
seeing his large folio Greek Testament before him, beheld
him with a reverential awe, and would not intrude upon his
time. While he was thus employed to such good purpose, and
while his friends in their intercourse with him constantly
found a vigorous intellect and a lively imagination, it is
melancholy to read in his private register, 'My mind is un-
settled and my memory confused. I have of late turned my
thoughts with a very useless earnestness upon past incidents.
I have yet got no command over my thoughts; an unpleas-
ing incident is almost certain to hinder my rest.5
On Sunday, April 19, being Easter-day, General [Pas-
quale] Paoli [the Corsican patriot] and I paid him a visit be-
fore dinner. We talked of the notion that blind persons can
distinguish colours by the touch. Johnson said, that Professor
[Nicholas] Sanderson mentions his having attempted to do it,
but that he found he was aiming at an impossibility; that to
be sure a difference in the surface makes the difference of
colours; but that difference is so fine, that it is not sensible
to the touch. The General mentioned jugglers and fraudulent
gamesters, who could know cards by the touch. Dr Johnson
said, 'the cards used by such persons must be less polished
than ours commonly are.5
We talked of sounds. The General said, there was no
beauty hi a simple sound, but only in an harmonious com-
position of sounds. I presumed to differ from this opinion,
and mentioned the soft and sweet sound of a fine woman's
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